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being an allusion to the short skirts by that time in vogue.
The ex-Kaiser has often been abused for the atrocious bad taste of the Sieges Allee (Avenue of Victory), but the idea of it, as he explained it to me, was finely conceived, I think. " When I went to Athens as a child with my mother/' he said, " and saw the deeds of the Greeks immortalized in their splendid marbles, I realized what a powerful stimulus to patriotism was the history of a country written in stone, and I made up my mind that some day I would try to do something of the same kind for my own people. Books of history are very dry! Statues would, at least, make them ask questions ! "
We were once present at a dinner given to the Kaiser at our Embassy when Cecil Rhodes was the guest of honour asked to meet him. At this dinner (it was in 1899, if I remember right) an incident occurred hitherto unrecorded, which I am convinced had great future political interest for both Britain and Germany.
Before the dinner, Cecil Rhodes had been speaking of his grand conception of an All-British Cape to Cairo Railway, the greatest transcontinental line in the world. At that time this scheme was threatened by the lively interest which Germany displayed in African trade development.
" If only we could make the Kaiser abandon his African schemes and leave us free to get on with ours/' Rhodes said. " But he's so obstinate. Once he has thought out a plan nothing will make him change it. . . , Unless/'he added reflectively, " I could think of some other scheme to put before him that would fire Ms imagination and lead him off on another scent! "
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